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}kaHINGTON——Spun in - the.. Gold | ¢
-re"zxd' of sruumor, mills- ‘and :the silyer
amy, of:: phantom prders,., the - tales:

:read hL.e steam x’rom 'tl:-e~sewers and:

“Théy. are torn both of, fact Spdfsén By]
<¢ Innocent who want_to help aud fic-"
whi “the 314

Zhed; and as yet inproven stnnes ‘are:
aunshed 1n the tortured ‘brains of
sporters, pol:txcxans, ‘and . conspiracy
.eaks who believe the full story of the!
=andal WhJ.Ch felled a Pre51dent has yet

‘FEW HAVE ever appeared In print!
; fact, orfor. that matter, ever will
ut they have taken on lives of their|
sn and their pe'wsworthmess is hardly: -
gauge of money “and manpower spnnt
pursuit of them.”

As simple as homemade sin or bxza:re
rough to test the wildest imagir
ese tales almost always center aroLLnd
=it bemg what “they" were try-
g to’cover up with all that lying, and
'hey” bemcr whoever was lymﬂ at the
me-}-’ 'l i
Wlth the mveangatlona into the Cen-
-} " Intelligence Agency [CIA], the
sookiest of all spooky things in Wash-
:gton, has come a whole new rash of
_uas, 'Ieads and tips—all of which, of
ourse, lead ko “it.”

The principal characters in most of
semn are former. President  Richard
xxon, who bears the ultimate responsi- -

ility for keeping “it"” secret; Richard
<lms, former CIA director and now

S. ambassador to Iran, whose ac-
3unts of his own participation are as
zantitul as Mother Goose 'nursery
qymes, and ex-ClA man E. Howard
-unt, whose failure to get anyone to
slieve him may make him one of the
st mysterious characters in Amerl-
o history. . -

_One of the hottest “new” scenarios is
n old one. The real reason the White
Souse tried so hard to cover up the.
atergate burglary is:
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w4 -Watergate break-in, H.R. Haldeman,
| Nixon's chief of staff, tells the Presi-
i : dent that the CIA and Helms will codp-|

atxon, "
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-~ The Hunt Connection—A close person-
al relationship. developed between Hunt
and Nixon when: Hunt was-the CIA po-
litical liaison in the planning ‘of the Bay
of Pigs invasion and Nixon was head-
ing the National Security Council as
Vice President in 1960. .

SUPPORTING evidence if plentiful.
In a conversation five days after the

erate in coverup. efforts because “it,
tracks back fo the Bay of Plgs and -
‘_ the whole Hunt problem PR

At Y least one Watergate-connected
. “lawyer has*3d’ piece of brush for this|

i ciates, lied- about the' CIA' because Nix-:
on was more’ afraid of tha “Hurd‘. prob-
'lem” than any other '

And‘ there are numerous mmesses

“who ‘were involved in the Bay of Pigs

‘affair- who say they are sure Hunt'
‘briefed the then-Vice President Nixon
several times. Some say he also briefed -
President John F. Keunedy, who was
let in on the planned invasion—to Nix-’
6n’s. .dismay, shortly before the 1560 )

Presidential election.

"But the connection funs into trouble
when: {1] Nixon denies it; [2] Hunt
denies it, and [3] nobody who was con-
nected thh the Bay of Pigs operation
can say they remember seeing Hunt and
Nixon in the same meeting.

The list of "Lfs" is endless. Some are .
epic. -

In the same comersahon which
spawned The Hunt Connection, there
are indications that CIA Director
Helms was more than .willing to go
along with the coverup. But he dldnt
or at least he says he didn’t.

** elals.’

1y credible investigators is  that Helms
- indeed. was willing to go along. This is
. supported ' by sworn testicony that
. Helms ordered other CLA officials to
withhold evidence from the FBI and

One line. being pursued by some fair-: ‘N \KoA, 3
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‘indications that he committed perjury G [2.¢iq W\A~P' ‘A

on more than one occasion.

Even more damning is evidence that
the agency was being kept informed of
Bunt's activities in the White House,
both by Hunt and by another member
- of the Watergate break-in crew, Euge-
nio Martinez, who was sill on 2 CIA.
retainer.

"/After all,. didn’t Helms once approve

i :a $20,000 loan from agency funds for:

ifunt and didn't ho help Hunt get a job
with Robert R. Mullen & Co., a public
relatlons firm In Washington thnt :.c.rw.d
as a CIA cover? :

But if all that ls ch, why was

! five. His client; he' discreetly tells asso-’r Hehins fired by Nixon? Why didn't the

CIA ultimately take responsibility for

the break-in? Wasn't it CIA resistance :
¢ that  helped uncover attempts to ob-
i-struct justice? - K
- One high-ranking CIA official, vvho
was in a position to know, ofiers this

explanation: Helms was fired for refus-

ing to ‘claim the Watergate burglary
team and to use sccret CIA funds to
buy their silence, o i

“RICHARD HLI MS s thc shrewdest -
imzm in Wmlum,tnn " says Lho officlal,
* “Ule would automatleally do everylhing*

he could. to make the White House ‘be-
“lieve he was cooperating and at the
same time figurc out a way not to do
it. But when he got the call from the -
. President asking him to use the money,
" there was nothing left to do but refuse,
"That call is what they re trymg to cov-
erup.” - .

< That's “it,”" all r:gH Felms became
“Deep Throat” for Washington Post re-
porters Carl Berstein and Bob Wood-
.ward, feeding information to the news-
paper personally or thru -Robert Ben--

. ')net ‘a Mullen company offxcml in the

pay of tho CIA, R i
Did the CIA orrlclal ‘hear the- cali?

vao Did Helms tell him about it? No.

“Hell, no,” says an associae’ “All
Helms was trying to do was protect the |

'agency What Helms was really afraid
‘of is what is happening now. Investiga-
;-tions of the CIA uncovering violations ™
‘of its 'charter. What the CIA feared

CIA-RDPBSFOWR@OWOM

;most is that everyone would find out it
was carrying out domestic spying,”
The CIA has obviously been trying to
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